Diwali




Where Is it celebrated?

Throughout India and by Indian communities across
the globe




=

What is Diwali

The festival of lights
Signifies the beginning of the Hindu New Year
It is a public holiday in India e
Extends for 5 days — each day with a different significance

Marked by
Diyas (oil lamps), candles, Kandils (paper lanterns), lighting
and decorations _
exchange of sweets and gifts

Bursting of fire-crackers




When is it celebrated?

In October or November

The date varies every year depending upon the
phase of the moon



How Is Diwali celebrated?

Houses and shops are scrubbed clean and illuminated. Houses
are painted inside and outside.

New pots and pans are bought.

People visit neighbours, family and friends to wish them. People
send Diwali greetings.



Elaborate foods are prepared. Sweets and glfts are
exchanged. - CZB

In the evening there is a ritual puja of Goddess
Laxshmi praying for health, wealth, knowledge,
peace and prosperity.




Diyas, candles and lights are lit.
People burst fire-crackers.

an expression of obeisance to the heavens for the
attainment of health, wealth, knowledge, peace and
prosperity




Why is it celebrated?

Probably and important ancient harvest festival.

Celebrates life and strengthens relationships
celebrates the victory of good over evil

Various legends (eg.)

Lord Rama returned from exile with his wife after defeating
the demon king Ravana

Lord Krishna defeated a demon



Some photographs capturing preparations for Diwali on the

streets




Selling Diyas, Cotton, ldols of Dieties




Fire-crackers




Shopping for crackers




Stalls selling flowers and garlands




I\/Iarket-place —tights and decorations everywhere




WISH YOU ALL

A VERY

HAPPY DIWALI




